Nellie, in black, is seated beside her father, John Bennett. tent is entirely remponsible, and ib s in
- . ane hese things aro
Her father was Mayor of Leicester in 1879 and 1880. e A NuR) £, oc one monsh

Behind him stands her sister, Elizabeth, also in black, o i acoh ogitrate fad refused to
later known as Dr Elizabeth Wilks.

18t Maroh
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followed Nellie on 4th March 1912.

[Courtesy of The National Archives]

Iris Singleton
on the Taylors

“Learning about the Taylor's made me realise the B
0 VPSZe+ %o }% 0 A VS é} .PZSs (}J&E A}lu v]e y
and how important it was.” i

Mary Ellen Taylor - always known as Nellie - was the
daughter of John Bennet, a prominent corn merchant in

Leicester. She was the younger sister of Elizabeth Wilks

and the sisters remained close throughout their lives, united
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Nellie was imprisoned in Holloway in March 1912 after
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Imprisoned there again in July 1913 after trying to prevent

Mrs Pankhurst from being arrested. This time she used the

false name of ‘Mary Wyan' and went on hunger and thirst

strike. She came close to death before her husband,

Thomas, persuaded her to stop.

Nellie’s letters and accounts of her arrests were preserved
by her daughter and donated to the Women’s History Library
In London.

THEEE ARERESTS )
During the strugele outside the Pavilion
threa arresta were miade; the thres

prisouners wers brought before Mr. Denman

at MarMiorongh Street Police Court on
Tuesday.

Miss Annia Bell, awhio was charged with
obstraction and with assaunlting a constable
by striking him on the lhead with an
umsbhrella, was fined 40s., with the alter-
uative of 21 days. Mizss Bell refused to
pay.

Miss Mary Wyan was also charged with
obstroction and assanlt. 8he said that
when she left home she had mnot the
slightest knowledge that Mrs. Pankhurst
would be at the Pavilion Music Hall mect-
inzg. When she realised that Mrs. Pank-
hurst was to be re-arrested ghe was struck
with horror at the thought that that noble
woman was to be taken back to prison,
and she songht to protect ber. *“ The
Government,’” she said, *are tryving {o uco
Mrs. Pankhurst's magnificent courage as
a tool to murder her. I folt that no self-
respecting person coitld do Jess than stand
by her side.” The constable, ghe -said,
seized ler by the right anm.and violently
twisted 4t. She refnred to be bound aver
or to find sureties, beeans?, she said, she
had done nothing; in default she was sen-
tenced to 21 days.

Mr. Paiga was charged with obstructing
and nsing imsulting words and behaviour.
In the witness-box he zaid, ** The Govern-

in default; he refused to }m:r,- and pro-
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B, ot Sty i v e THE CAT > MOUSE ACT

saith as follews :- PASSED BY THE LIBERAL GOVERNMENT
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I wap outside the Gardenia Restaursnt on the ewning of
4th Marah,

About §.40 I followsd & woman who came out of the
restaurant.

They walked along the Strand towerds Charing Cross. 'They
wera followed by a crowd of about 20 persons and some unifors
policamen,

At Charing Cross they went to the Tube Btatlon om the
Charing X and Hempatsad Line,

They remalmned cnderneath about I minutes; then they went Lo

Letter from Nellie In
Holloway, 5th April 1912

Many of Nellie’s letters like this one, were written
on lavatory paper and smuggled out of prison.

the IMatriot Station, Charing Cross: snd thepece to Tlosne Sguare

After walting cutaide the Cousrt Theatre, they went up in
the Gallery there. They came cut about 8.38 p.m. just after the
parformance hmb otarted,

They croseed the square into Eings Foad and walled
wastwards slong the Xisgs Road.

Then opposite Ko, 9 which is & post office, they all 3
puddenly rarm to the window and smsahed 1t with the 3 hasmers
produced - Ex, 20, I saw ome of the women Taylor usé a hesmer,
I could mot see what the other 2 did., (o arrest Taylor had a

- | et Nellie found the hardest thing about being in prison
Bemer 1n har hand; the other 2 T did net see what they had TH E 'I'l BERAL CAT was being alone in a cell. She worried a lot about

St N E lECTORS VOTE AG MNST HIM ' her children and family but also told her sister:

The windows were about 9 fi. x 6 ft. el s ' ]S HPHPEHU , IHHO LW LV D SULYLO
K EEP TH_E Li BERAL OUT . cause. Remember how much the movement has

brought into my life...’

Bafore they were arrested I could nmot sed that thay were
SArTylng hammese. .I did not see where the hesmere wers talen
from in order to be used,

I arrested 2 of the women; the Jrd was taken by

Nellie & Thomas Taylor

Facts

-Thomas and Nellie Taylor were married with
three children.

-The married couple were both for women’s
rights, and attended many protests, such as
window smashing.

-Nellie Taylor organised a WSPU (The Women’s
Social and Political Union) meeting, when the
audience, consisting mainly of women,
listened to two famous suffragettes. This
happened on March 5% 191e.

-Nellie Taylor was sentenced to prison for

window smashing in 1912, and wrote a letter
to her husband and children:

‘Dearest Tom and Dearest children,
I was arrested Last night with Miss Crocker
and Miss Roberts for breaking the windows of
Knightsbridge Post Office. I understand we
are to receive fairly heavy sentences, so
that I think you must be prepared for me to
get a months sentence.

Goodbye my darlings, your Loving mother.’
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