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The daughter of John Bennett, a corn merchant in Leicester,
o e Elizabeth overcame parental opposition to qualify as a doctor
a7 o o T at the age of thirty three. She supported her sister Nellie
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JomeE o Taylor when she was imprisoned for smashing a window
& @ - butlike many female doctors felt that she herself could
Eae not undertake militant action. Instead, she turned to tax
i i . resistance, becoming treasurer of the Tax Resistance League

- 2. A whenitwas formed in 1909. Believing that women who had
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o no vote, should not be taxed, she refused to pay income tax In
1908 and 1909 and her furniture and jewellery were distrained
DOG VROG DW SXEOLF DXFWLRQ ,0Q / KH
once more, she pointed out that under the Married Women’s
Property Act her property could not be touched and that it
was her husband who was legally responsible for payment.
After much prevarication by the authorities, her husband
Mark Wilks was duly arrested in 1912 and thrown In to
Brixton Prison for not paying his wife’s income tax...

Mark Wilks (186 1-1945) . -

Mark, a school teacher, fully supported his wife’'s campaign f% |
IRU ZRPHQ”"Y VX-UDJH DQG ZDV D PHPEHU RIW#K
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Union for Women’s Enfranchisement. He was sent to Brixton . e
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Mark Wilks with his daughter Helen.

Elizabeth Wilks at her
90th birthday party, 1951
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would be unjust o mx a ml:hjl man for money which he T R
dues not possess and cannot touch, But the injustice becomas : T
intoleralile in the case of one whose income like mine is utterly
inadequate o meet such a charge.

Although [ sympathise with the awitude of passive
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Yote denied to her.  For that reason I have paid the tax on

A CThreatened Arrest,

Secing that a warrant has been issued for my arrest and
comminal 1w Brixton Goal “doring the King's pleasure™ for
my inabality to pay my wife's taxes, [ wish to place beforg the
publ - the gross injustice of the case.

iy wife, as a medical woman, has for many years
earnec an independent income, whicls, l}}' the Married Women's
Property Act, I am unable to touch. In 1908 and igog, she
reflused, as a Suffragist, to make any return of her income either
to the Inland Revenoe or to me. She further refused to pay
Imperial taxes while the Parlismentary Vote was withheld from

her, and in consequence, the farniture, which 8 her, was
seized and sold,

In vgro, she claimed that such distraint was :]h.-E-ll.
asserting that undeér the Income Tax Act, she, as a maric
w-n-rru.n, Wil cEGmpt from taxation. 'T'he lu:hmhn.—.q. plicdn v ed
i their claim, making it sometimes on her, sometimes on m
sometimes on us both conjointly, finally on me alone

On my pointing out that her liability had abready Lo
estahlished by forcible distraint upon her propery, | was
imformed that fer the future T should be held liable as that b
the Income Tax Act the " wile’s property for purposes o
taxation is the husband’s,” althoagh by the Marred 'l'|-"|||11
F"mpm]." Act it iz entirely out of his contnal, Thias I A
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Elizabeth Wilks facts
Born on 17 July 1861 at Demonfort square Leicester
Daughter of John Bannett and Sarah Annie Bernett

In 1896 she left the University of London with a degree in surgery
and as a qualified Doctor. The same year she got married to her
husband Mark Wilks.
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| saw In the paper this morning, over breakfast, that s

W il A R 3 Ko it aikiaai [Fcreen o 3“Ei.n”‘hé?¢*é‘ﬁi+ rona pecame| | down the pavilion on Yarmouth Pier. | guess that | a at
They adopted a daughter Helen. Unfortunately Helen died in 1919 %ﬁ (Fl) Rime mayor, o people are fighting this hard for the vote hadstimetim at wi
From 1908 Elizabeth refused to comply with the demand for ' : - ;

Sl iy i i s started it all. It takes too much out of me and | can't t: to
In 1910 the authorities lllegally seized some af her gods in an ;““‘“L‘ e g )| -2Led anyone. | have to stay a strong for all the younger pe e ta
attempt h h ' i .. :

e ey D’ \ | (GET _ the role from our hands. All the civil unrest is a great use
In 1923 Elizabeth moved to Open land Forze Vale Road HeadLy down Theitome . - G L eyLF) : : : : :
Hampshire with her husband Mark. - x BE e ] believed that this was the answer. Doing things in a atur
In 1933 she set up Headley public Utility society, which bullt 16 new ﬁ;“_ﬁ - | = seems easier but itAtiteestvibik seems to be working
cottages for urgent need of housing. el |’ | adod Saw nev as - _ e
Elizabeth Wilks died on 16™ November 1956 aged 95 at Headly Sne wanted 1c G dixyace All | wish is tremine gets seriously injured or worse, the mu

Down.
When she died she left her hame and ten acres of woodland to the
Headley public utility sodiety.

Elizabeth was not liable to pay tax and her hushand was nominally
willing to pay the tax but he said the he had no idea how much to

pay.
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damage (both in the cities anditmsatnesecsaig.thaan
hold open my eyes no longer. What will happen will
now to interfere. | just have to stand back and watch,

Elizabeth Wilks
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