fHlagna Carta- 800 Pears
Pour Rights Today

The termble atrocities carried out by the Nazis during World War Two led to the
further development ot human rights. In 1948 the United Nations issued the
Universal Declaration on Human Rights, a statement outlining the rights ot all
people In all countries. The nghts outlined were adopted by the Councll of
Furope In 1950 as the European Convention on Human Rights. The UK were
founder members of the Convention and insfrumental in drafting it, although this
country did not enact domestic human rights legislation until 1998.

Although human rights laws are often held up to ridicule by the media, their
origins can be found iIn Magna Carta and they act to IImit the power of the
state and ensure certain rghts for all people.
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Human Rights Act 1998

1998 CHAPTER 42

An Act to give further effect to nights and freedoms guaranteed
under the European Convention on Human Rights; to make
provision with respect to holders of certain judicial offices who
become judges of the European Court of Human Rights; and for

connected purposes. [9th November 1998] m
—

E IT ENACTED by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with
Bthc advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and

Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

Introduction

1.—{(1) In this Act “the Convention rights” means the rights and The Convention
fundamental freedoms set out in— Rights.

(a) Articles 2to 12 and 14 of the Convention,

(b) Articles | to 3 of the First Protocol, and

(c) Articles 1 and 2 of the Sixth Protocol, | - 7
a5 read with Anices 16 10 18 of the Convention. THE UNIVERSAL DECLAR N
(2) Those Articles are to have effect for the purposes of this Act subject AT N P

to any designated derogation or reservation (as to which see sections 14
and 15).

(3) The Articles are set out in Schedule 1. Human 5
(4) The Secretary of State may by order make such amendments to this O F o ’ = '
Act as he considers appropnate to reflect the effect, in relation to the

United Kingdom, of a protocol.

(5) Insubsection (4) “protocol” means a protocol to the Convention—
(a) which the United Kingdom has ratified; or
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(b) which the United Kingdom has signed with a view to ratification. (57 /5 TSR \8 ! Le 1CesS te r S OWwWl s tatue O f
(6) No amendment may be made by an order under subsection (4) so AR , -t , i .
as to come into force before the protocol concerned is in force in relation A & A "'.,r“- +4 lee : ty Se t on toP O f the
to the United Kingdom. NN | ’ . . :
Liberty building

The nse of computing and survelllance power has led to the development of
nghts to privacy under Data Protection laws. These give citizens the right 1o
know what information is collected about them, why and tor how long it will
be kept. Recent developments have gone even turther with global search
engine Google ordered to remove Inaccurate or out of date information on
EU citizens which has been called the ‘right to be forgotten’.

The Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information
Regulations 2004 also mean that public bodies must disclose certain
INformation upon request and within set timescales enforced by the Office of
the Information Commissioner.

't IS amazing to think that our rights and freedoms In the digital age draw on
the 800 year old Magna Carta which still has the power to influence and
fascinate us.
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