fHlagna Carta- 800 Pears
From Charter to Chartists

By the end of the seventeenth century there had been several important
developments. In 1628 Sir Edward Coke, a prominent barrister and politician
was Instrumental in drafting the Petition of Right, a statement of civil liberties sent
by parliament to Charles |. Royal authority was challenged fturther by the civil
war and Commonwealth. In 1679 the Habeas Corpus Act sirengthened ancient
nghts which prevented untair detention. The Bill of Rights was passed in 16389,
setting out the limitations of the monarch’s power and the rights of citizens to
elections and freedom of speech.
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After the battle he stole more property at Damascus, eourteously applied the monvsyllubical epithet

Thomas Cooper was a prominent
Leicester Chartfist and many in the city ro Rk GO S
strongly supported the movement. Born in '
Leicestershire in 1805, Cooper spent much _
of his early life in Lincolnshire, returning to £y e
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the city in 1840. Although coming from a 7"-'7‘t*’"“5‘f§§‘€-..::zﬁi‘-:é?r{ _h

humble background, he was educated e

“« WIAT IN ME IS DARK, ILLU .IH'-F e “ THE DARKNESS IS PAST, AND THE TRUE EIGHT NoW SHINETIL'—St. Jonx.

Wor: =X 'i—[-'"-.r-“-r-:'i-r 4:-1;--] LEICE ST Al Bavuneiay, Armie I.lL_iI"II_.." | Prick H:‘I

and held a post at the Leicester Mercury e

The pround minister, who had kept his n-=.|.l: = '“ a" ._!!I thiis i...-..-.1 e ™= Were I;'I.r w l.l . ) 'lu.ﬂ' h'r of 'lm Ill*n'b:t"" low broken! how im-
cCom MONW EALTH SMEN. daring the harangee of Fpses, beolently | men who bad been sent from every quarler of |.u'l‘|'wl. how perverse and croaked are our

. . . —— | beaving his accwscr, amd feeiing bis qualnt ex- | the conntry 1o opqees the court, to nsent the | waies in obedience te him ¢ hew caactly straight

BIR JUIIN ELIOT. | prrosturins, was oleorved to leave the lovse when | wromgs of their comstituents, ond. to avenge :_ 15 the line of his providence to us ! drawn out

before becoming the editor of the Midland Rl = s ety e s phe
. s Lo 5 wvral, SHRFSL Foor sl f that foe hae done so, Never aus an | duwn with fevlde haste 1o prasp at the sulsi- | whele leagth and mossure of our time ! how

On the Gth of Felb: 1626, the ° gresl, v | attark made, in that sr any soceceding time . 400 | shiew.  Tlewas then quirtly told that they coald | perfeel s his hand that has givea bis sonne

- Le called i s : : -
andd ruffling parliaoncat i-:. Wh |1II4'|--I r:]} _ | elepuent, s bitter, so camest, s dis .ummr woet, Be gl 3 that the Bill for colleztiog them, | unte us, and throagh him os premised likewise
it, asscinbine ' Elist r" scarcely talken s | o 0 orator exee 1.1 | I||||. 'l e 1|||||| winte | indoesd, should west Do frumed, wwil ceriain | to pive un all things— relieving our wants

Counties llluminator, a Chartist Journal. L R e TR R B e e S T

INn 1842 he was arrested In Leicester and
BOROUGH imprisoned In Staffordshire tor encouraging rioting
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Of the Borough are requested to meet at T Qq:fj;? i
The THREE CROWNS HOTEL,
On TUESDAY EVENING, JULY 6th, THE CIBE L 2 o
At SEVEN o’clock precisely, i
For the purpose of securing the DEFEAT of the THOMAS COOPER a
CHARTIST CANDIDATES, |
IWEITTEN BY HIMSELE 2 £ “131"‘-?";# ur??:;'-h & o
BY THE ELECTION OF MESSRS. S B oY
WILDE AND PALMER. ®
Three Crowns Hotel, WM. PARSONS, Chairman. glcha
1st July, 1852, i B -,_f.' A
CROSSLEY AND CLARKE, PRINTERS, LEICESTER. - uf’“f‘ . i . 4
Not everyone was in favour of the _ Ao  Gogforn | womwa arvrovenon
Chartists as this 1852 poster shows _ : 7 .

Cooper was released in 1845 and, although remaining committed to the
Chartist cause, he was increasingly out of step with its leaders, especially
Feargus O'Connor. By 1848, he had distanced himselt from the Chartists,
becoming a religious lecturer and publishing several »-
works including poetry and novels.
He died In Lincoln in 1892.
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Ot course Cooper was a
prominent member ot a large
number ot Leicester Chartists.
Willlam Jones of Pelham Street
IN Leicester was also a poet
and corresponded with
Cooper. Similarly, George
Buckby and Thomas Winters
were prominent in the local
movement and records
relating to them are held by
the Record Otfice.
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