fHlagna Carta- 800 Pears
The Charter of Liberties

The Charteris a relatively short document containing 63 clauses and many of
these deal with the specific grnevances of the barons such as land ownership
and taxation. However, the tact that the King had agreed to such a charter
was Important in itselt as it demonstrated that no one was above the law of
the land. Clause 61 provided tor a commission ot 25 barons to ensure the King
did not simply disregard the terms laid down.
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The most signiticant clauses related to the freedom of the
church and confirmation of the ancient rights relafing to
London and other major cities and towns. In addition,
the origin of the modern nght to a tair tnal’ can be

found In the original text:

No free man shall be seized or imprisoned, or stripped .= .= oo o
of his rights or possessions, or outlawed or exiled, or - =~~~ = -
s
we proceed with force against him, orsend othes.
fo do so, except by the lawful judgementofhis - - = .
equals or by the law of the land.Tonoone will &  — — =~

we sell, To no one deny or delay righf OI’jUSﬁCG‘. Leicester Chartist Thomas Cooper

This has been examined and

reinterpreted over the past 800 years, . _
In CON GR ESS, Jury 4 1996

and has been seen at various times to A DECLARATION

: g " By THE REPRESENTATIVES oF THE
guarantee judicial procedure, trial by UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

jury and the presumption of innocence. il e, Rt i

7— HEN in the Com (e af lman Events, it hecomes nece "'_ "..'I H 'j".l: bo didiolve the Political Bands which have ronnedted them

with apotler, and to aflume among the Powers Ll The ¢ and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of
MNature's God entitle tham, & decent Relpect to the Upinions ¢ Mankind u|--i-- that they thoald declare the caples which imoel them
to the Separstion. :
Wie hold thefe Truths to be fof-evlient, that all Men are oreated equal,  that they are endowed by thelr Creator with certain
anilisnable Rights, that among thele are Life, Libe Y, and the Purfult of Flippiie tv=<"That to fecure thewe Rights, Governments are
inflituted emeng Men, denving their fult Poswer ; 1"‘-_“.""':"“ uf.!]:n:. Liaved "hl'. that wheheves s _E NPhES Elmlﬂn“""-""‘ becomes defbrudtive of thele
Ends. it is the Teizht of the People  to alter or to shidh i, and o J-.II]!I:'.JI!: AEw f!l.ll.-rr|1'.'.'1rrl:.l|1:|I||l!l its E||'.||'u.'||::1I|1 on !.u..h. Principles, and organizing
it Powers in fuch Form, 2 1o them (hall feem moi "'" i eff=ct thar "'",'r”." and E_{'i‘i"!':rl"' Pradence, indesd, '1:1_|[l diftate that Liovernments loag el
rablithed fhould not be ch e light and trar t Caules and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, thet .'I.I.':rn.'l.n.,l ure more difpofid to fuffer, whils
able, thun ernfclves by abolithing the Forms to whi h they sre accuilomed.  But when a long Train of Abufes and Wiarpations, puirs
. vivees o Defign w0 reduce themn under ablolute “u||' 1, iF &n their g, it is-their f|||'.‘-,'. ta theow off [och Goverame L
i [ T— et Cnards for their future Secarity.  Such has been '.j!:_pJ!i:ll_t -‘.'i:ll'_F-_.-r ..i.'t thieie {.':-!'--l'!it:; and luch it now the Neceffity which conftraing
. heir former Syflema of Governmenr. The El.l‘.--r:r of the pr-:l:nl:‘ King of Greag-Uritain is a Hal.hl::.-' of repested Injurics and L"I._u.'t'-.:li:un:‘ all
1o5% the Eftablithment of an shiblate Tyranny over thole Staten. I'o prove this, let Fadts be fubmitied 1o 3 candid Warkd,
s Affent to Laws, the moft wholcfome and necelliry for the public Goed. ) .
his Governors to pafs Laws of immediste and prefling Linportance, wolels fuipended in thelr Operation 11l his Affeat thould be cbained ;
has utrerly neglefted o artend to thein.
aws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlefs thofe People would relingaith the Right of “'ffll‘l:!-'.‘nli-til:l:'l i
I- C : I.'.||1:| Hare ] r.5'- I-I' 1|'||]:|-'“'I- =!.'|'11'I:I-'.'idd|..lzl-l.';.lrIJ'IJI“" ".;I}I. T | i " - r < : -
Hr1||.'.| calls LT LEHLLHIWI '|5].,_, ;.:'_-,g Places woaluel, oncombfortabls, and diftant from the B epolitory of their P blic Fecordy, for the fole |r|_“I";,|'; of
t=rin= thie ampliznce with his Viealures, : . : : :
: H :I '.':.:ﬂ..;;l':i:l I{rr1|-?;'.:r.uu-:.-: 1 luales :rp:n:rdl_ﬁ_ for c-i'g--.r:n_.i: --'!f"'- mianly F‘J._I.Ilf'-'.: i |u1-- Inwalicn: on the tw_'..sh-:u of the IE'm]ﬂ-.‘. A
He has refu ra I"”i: Tiee, alier fuch I_'h-_'!'.J.I.ur_p_.:',i, 1o tle n-.'l- i Eo ]"-'. Lln_rr.l,_ W ru':.:.' ithe |.l‘j_rll.l'|:l:_1-: fu-.--lrl'r_, II'.-.'.Ii'rll_'.]-: af ,"anh_._'l;:“lnl huswe roe
turned to the People at larpe for their exerciie 1‘!1-.-_ !ﬂ.ul_r remainan b the |I::. an tine J:E,'-_u_!ui o all the 1{.11:__';:_4- ol I_||.u_ﬁu:| from 1.-|.-_u:!:|;-|-|1. and L‘:unl.--.Lluum_v.-ith.-_-_
H . has endeavoursd to prevent the Population of thele Statet fui that Purpoie obitroéling the Laws for Nateralization of Forcigners s refufing to pali othens
o enconrize thelr Migrutions hither, and rahng the {":'1”'_'"_“”“" r':ll NCw o pRERERENna. ”1-’['_”"'{ i he |
e has ohirited the Adminiftration of Juitice, h’._ﬂj“hns.hu ,||||Tr.|'|1. L Laws fur rl'|:.:.1!lll'||::|.;- Judiciary .T"n'l,\'rn. 7 !
11 has made Judges dependent on his Will alane, for ::1:.: Tenure of theif Offices, m-.l_hll:."n;u'-u iand Payement of their Salaries,
He hu I.'1'=.'"tl'-|.- 2 Mulijtude of new {¥hses, and li.-u..! bhiehies 5]-'-'-'J.rr!1:l- of Oiheers I!u. i!:ﬂ'.!i.'. QAT E-:ul-j:'|t, and ezt ot therr Sohitance.
1 hai kept among us, @0 Times of Peace, b'undln}_-. .-"|.|rr1_|:'-. _1-1-'Lt!:r-=.-_|: rI'u_: conient ol oor Lt;n.arur:-;.
He has afeited to render the Military independent ot and {up<rior o the L_u‘u]_l'-:--.u-r.-:. _ e i) ) }
s hes combined with others to fabjedt us to a Jurifdiction foreign to our Conftitation, and unaciinowledped by our Laws; giving his Affent 1o their Al of

¥viln are fukter

e E—— o —

repuded I,r'F;|I1..1'.|'_-I'.: 5 -

Faor quzrtering larpe Bodles of Armed Troops among ust _ , 4

Fos ceotefline them, by a mock ‘Trial, from Punithment for any Marders which they ihould commit on the Inhabitants of thefe States ;

For cutting off our Trade with sll Parts of the World: ™

L . - e t . T

Fon impating T aiey oA us 'I-'I-_'_I:tl!IIIJ'[ our Lt .h:” I TR

Fou depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits o I.“f by Jury §

For tranfparting us beyond Scas to be tried for pretended Offénces: s B it e |

For aholithing the [ree Syitem of 1'.::|;|.|t'|:| Laws in a r.-_'I:-J ; Province, ellablilhing therein an .J:Lz-llrf.r}' Government, and rl!hri"'.Jd itd Boandaries, o
s to render it af once an Example and fit Inftrament for introg g the fa il s 2o thele Caloni-~s =

v oir Charters, sbolithing vor moft valuable Laws, and &l r Dunda Iy the Forma of our Governmenti

For takima - + sl i - . ot i
- i owen Lepliiatares, and d-"-"l-]-'“.:“i_: themielves invelled with Power o legillate for us i all Cates whatloever,

:E.-I'!:J.I.Ila Government here, by declaring us out nt'_ |1|i-. 1'r-.-:-:|'.l:|-::.. end waging ‘l.'_'- 13 .-}r__nzlﬂ a4,

1ie has plias | our Sces, raviged our ['uJI:'In '.'-l_l!_'lﬂ cuf T, ._LI':-.‘I |'i.'|'|r'.'a_.'n.'l-'. thi ].1'Hj"l ol our _|‘I."J.'r|l.‘. oy ) y

Hu is, st this Time, tranfparting large Atmics of forcign ."-I:_u':r'u.lrn-- o compleat the "L:'r orics of Death, ”1-'|'.-J-'III-1_"I!I.. '.|'!| T yranang, already begun with eir-
cumflsnces of Cruclty and Perfidy, fearcely parulleled in the moit barbarous  Ages; and ally ul'-w-.l_ﬂu-' the Head of s civilized Nation,

& hus conitrained eor fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Scas to bear Armas again(t their Country, 0 become the Executionen of their Friznds and
Drethren, oe to fall themielves by their Hands. . : . ; > : :

o excited domeftic Infarre@ions among(l s, and har endeavoused 1o Brinr on the lnhabitann of our Frontiers, the ssercileld Indian Savagey, whele
of Warfare, i1 an endiflinguified Detlroftion, of all Ages, Sexes and LUonditons, :
of thefe Oppeeflions w2 have Panitione | for tedeeli o the molt humble Terms ¢ Our repeated Petitions have been anfivered only by repeats
e, W I'l -L'IL:‘..rJ_-I_L-Lr il tll'-l' rrvar kil |.1.-,' EPErRY il W |:-|.,:| LHE deline a Il-_'|l Ak 85 Uil o I l;]l'." R |_I.|"'. |-|I i lrea E'CI.IE]LI.'.

8 ou have we boen wanting in Attenthons to vur Beitilh Bretheen,  We have warned thewm from Time It-r"l'ul'.f of Autempls by their Lagiflature to extend 2n
pwarrantable Jusidicton over ut,  'We have reminded themn of I!m"! “Ereimilances wl our & manEation an.] _L"E!:"::'.'F here.  Wa liawe appealed o their naive
el M pananbnity, snd we have conjured them by the Ties of our common Kindred to difevow thele Uiorpations, which, would inevitubly inteerapt vure
v 4 Juftice and of Conlanguinity, We mull, therefore, soquicice in the NecelTity, which

= maled i Y il "I‘ I" T l TFEThild

N

Alwegs and olwegs
(ing towerd

s ‘L-- s andl Correlpandence. T hey toa hav |'-:'-:|| _.!l: l.*'l"l|l_r 1'----'In--: I.
gdenounces olr SCpartian o we D ".I the refk of :':'I..'!“'”."' e e = - ; =
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The United States Declaration of
Independence signed on 4th July 1776
fook many of the iIdeals enshrined In
Magna Carta and interpreted them
more widely. The idea that no one Is
above the law was particularly
significant as well as the more prosaic
rules on weights and measures. In the
20th century the suttragettes asserted
that taxation without representation
was contrary to the provision that the
consent of the realm had to be
e obtained to levy duties UpOrnn Cltizens.

Finally, the United Nations' 1948 Universal Declaration on Human Rights made
the Magna Carta provisions a global phenomenon.
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