Elizabeth Frisby
(1872-1946)

Elizabeth was educated at Wyggeston’s Girls’ School and
then worked for eight years as a district visitor in the
poorest districts of Leicester under a scheme set up by the
National Union of Women. She used her own money to fund
meetings of the Women’s Social and Political Union [WSPU]
in Leicester and regularly attended suffrage processions
and protests in London. In November 1910, she was one
of 119 women arrested in Westminster when protestors
clashed with police outside Parliament. The violence and
brutality of the police led to the day becoming known as
‘Black Friday’. Elizabeth turned up at court the next day,
ready to go to prison but found that all charges had been
dropped by the Police. It was deemed too embarrassing for
the government to be imprisoning large numbers of women
on the eve of an election.
Elizabeth was less fortunate in November 1911 when she
was arrested at a suffragette protest outside Parliament.
She was sentenced to five days imprisonment in Holloway
for ‘obstructing the police’. In her subsequent political
career, she made no mention of her prison record…

Evacuees at Stackley
House, Leicester Mercury,
2nd October 1939
In later years, Elizabeth and her sisters lived at
Stackley House in Great Glen. At the outbreak of the
Second World War, she threw herself once more into
providing refreshments - this time for evacuees.

Justice of the
Peace, 1927

First Female Mayor
of Leicester, 1941

In 1918, Elizabeth received an
MBE for her work during the
First World War, funding and
staffing a YMCA refreshment
hut at an army camp at Seaford
in Sussex. This was no doubt a
great asset when she decided to
embark upon a career in local
politics and was elected as a
Conservative City Councillor.

Elizabeth served as Mayor of Leicester in 1941,
with her sister Jessie acting as Lady Mayoress.
In notes about her life, she herself recorded
that she left Leicester in 1913 to study at the
London School of Economics. Whilst in London,
she worked at WSPU Headquarters. However,
rumours still abound about her involvement in
local suffragette outrages such as the defacing
of the greens at Leicester Golf Course with the
words ‘No votes. No Golf’ in February 1913 and
the burning of Blaby Station in July 1914.

Cam Marlow
on Elizabeth Frisby
“Elizabeth Frisby was inspiring because she never
seemed to give up and carried on through everything.”

Alex Liptrot
on Elisabeth Frisby
“I found working on this project and writing about Elisabeth
Frisby inspiring because she was very involved in supporting
the suffragette movement in Leicester, helped families during
the war by running a YMCA hut and then went on to be elected
the first woman Lord Mayor.”

