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A JP. FOR THE CITY OF
LEICESTER : MISS - COUNCILLOR

ELIZABETH BR. FRIEE-?, M.B.E. \‘éﬂ._!ihiu-]-_.-ri;rl-tal 1o ::iﬂ..m'-'ﬂkth:-l Dr.

- ! ‘alwell, wha spo it a
Miss Councilllor Elizabeth R. F‘I"ilb:‘_il'. - |I_'I'||.'hl|E.II'EI m:eli:il |I:-rl:ll:]|1I:_ |'.-:|l|"il:_1.'!|!l!I'
M.B.E., ].P., has the distinction of Women, and Councillor Miss Fiteabeth|

being the only Conservative to retain Frisby, who sat next te hor on that occa-|

s, were [ellow-workers during 1.11!'

A Woman’s Diary

WAR WORKERS MEET AGAIN

! | ] ] | |

Ehzabeth was educated at Wyggeston S Grrls School and
then worked for eight years as a district visitor in the
poorest districts of Leicester under a scheme set up by the
National Union of Women. She used her own money to fund
“meetings of the Women’s Social and Political Union [WSPU]
_in Leicester and regularly attended suffrage processions
“and protests in London. In November 1910, she was one
'0f 119 women arrested in Westminster when protestors
_clashed with police outside Parliament. The violence and
. brutality of the police led to the day becoming known as |
‘ ‘Black Friday’. Elizabeth turned up at court the next day,
‘ready to go to prison but found that all charges had been
_dropped by the Police. It was deemed too embarrassing for

- the government to be imprisoning large numbers of women
on the eve of an election. '

.....

"""""

_Ehzabeth was less fortunate in November 1911 when she

was arrested at a suffragette protest outside Parliament.

She was sentenced to five days imprisonment in Holloway

for ‘obstructing the police’. In her subsequent political
_career, she made no mentron of her prison record...

At  that time GCouncillor Miss
Frisby's war work becamie wider in
ils scope. She and her iamily gave
B Y-M.C.A. hul 1o eerve a4 |argo
military camp.

Counoillor Miss Frisby and her

Evacuees at Stackley
‘House, Leicester Mercury,
-2nd October 1939

In later years, 'Ehzabeth and her sisters 11ved P
Stackley House in Great Glen. At the outbreak of the
Second World War, she threw herself once more into
prov1d1ng refreshments this t1me for evacuees

By Rita Wakefield

gramme originally arranged for (the
Knighten Ward Women's Conservative
Azsociation has been cancelled, though
ather mcct|n|_..1:| will be held at interva

¢ Starting thiy Tucsday, also, hrnn-u.;

parties will be held at the South

i &later, Miss Jessho Fl'llh_'l' ElafMod it Liicester Lonservntive B w R E T
a seat at the County Council Elec- | R e members of the Women's| 310 Were the frst women to do this offices. Here garments will be knitted
tions in Leicester. She iz a2 rﬂnﬁﬂﬂj' Soclal and Political Unfon and workers typa of camp work. It was In the i, (he troops according to the praper
for women's sulffra they wern col| MU SEFE = Uhe war Befors the|,aiterns supplied for the purpose.
IFFﬂil'ltﬂd jl’ﬂﬁﬂl ﬂ‘f thﬂ Fﬂi{:ﬂ Il:l'f ' |IE.'I"‘:I.'E"Jl Pyl hf“lﬂl!‘!'gl:.;:‘r-.- <y ¢ <o fermation of the W.A.A.0.5. M“r Thess garments may ngl:h'::' [ E'-"-'“'-
the city. Miss Frisby worked hard i L believe they met at the N.CW.| (IO RO G Rarets s [P M R
during the war, was one of the firsi A S O e It '}'st'éf“fi?.? g e b gl e
' At the outheeak of the lost wnr Miss : sl wene b0 maks this small beginning.

members of the Women Patrols, Councillor Frisby, with the help of To-dey Miss Councillor Frishy an)| CLOTHING FOR EVACUEES
organised and partly financed a cloth- ;2! somis of the men ers of the W.S.P,U., |ber L ﬁ-*ﬂh mlmﬂlﬂ; Very |([VHE Personat Bervics League, which for
8 - nmd =d by ber family, & &d a|much occcupied on the * home fromt,’ h § d ia Th
inghdtput in Leicester, and, in 1915, el o Fm!' o “"“;? Ir““""l " e oo they have been: mainly con- “E'ﬁrﬁ;,‘{z{fﬁ’:‘l‘“ﬁ H‘E; :'thd TEIJ
" is was for the beasflr of reservisrs' | cerned with evacuees, N the depres un
wit th; maThﬁr': EITI;:“. 1:1'11{1]. [amilies, many of whom found SERVE SAUSAGE AND MASH r -_-ri..;"{t.rr ﬂhﬁﬂnfsm .!..T"' .e;'#.'].:qﬂ“:}ju:“m
E2VE and c£Quipped a . LC.A. hut _llcl-'an:h-[-f:h:: g.tli:.:qq; Ejdalr;ucﬂﬁll:rcss.! Instead of serving the troops in s I;ﬁw *ﬁuhf.* .h |||gh.,.: the League in
in one of the Ilrgﬂﬂt trﬂﬂiﬂ:E camps of thelr manfolk. &up "r" M.C.A. hut, [hu::‘tn:lc-.urlr-g for an u:l.“:_r_:'hﬂ; Mrs FT:,-ﬁa-.:' g :'I :;,_‘..‘“EEE
" Miss F Ma he 5il " encampment ° tveir own ol s one of the joink Ellrmilr- Th#
in gngllﬁﬂ. where shes worked - ."'.r-:;.:!'l;l rlrél;}ilﬁl:d: hg;::lllrlgz:l:: |1'.":; Stackley’ House, ﬂ?'““ Mardhioress of Resdioe s 1oy
antiringly. She was decorated with  Daiah B f oine, panis| Mo ihep g el et e D prven e

s ' argham n

the M.B.E. for her war work. 'Y inlo Dew ones. an urrmnﬁmt oxk Llﬂ_d‘u » should

SAVE Y.M.C.A. HUT

Fﬁﬂfﬂtﬂpﬁ- IEI:,J Frank Browon. They were distributed with the

operation of the Charity Organisation
ociety, whe made the necessary
* enquiries, the recipienis being Gtied

ot at the shop,

Many thousands of garments were
distribeted in thit war and when Miss

later went tolie

E . i I T L W ; -. i §
- Councillor Frishwy
uS lce o e_ o -+ Lomwdon, Mri. Folwell took over the
- _ '*‘n-ut for ker, and ca.rrl-:d on the wark |

bu

ur several months, sending her weakly |

cporis.

LI.

inch of London li-|'|1|:lll:|“:ll:|].'l whase

appetites are sharpened by country abe|®
2 FT T daily walks to school at Great Glen.

O b.rr'da:n I wunderstand, this

" family " of eleven grows consider.)Melisving
ably, fer relatives arrive to find out how) onsATY TEIponaibility. In thess circum.
thelr voung hopeluls are getting on. 1}
I."||.r|||-|: they must sometimes feel @ little

alous as they return home,

£ # *
I'-Il-,I ihe Wy, ] henr from Miss Coun-
lor Frisby that the political pro-

Peace, 1927 = ——

In '1918 Elizabeth received an

- ‘MBE: for her work durlng the
* First World War, funding and

staffing a YMCA refreshment -
hut at an army camp at Seaford

in Sussex. This was no doubt a
great asset when she decided to:

embark upon a career in local

‘politics and was elected as a.

Conservative City Councillor. ' o1

Elizabeth Frisby

in ncarly every case, the ::u_.d:-nr- of
lmplc:-:rtd people,

At the monwent,"” she adds, ' ibe Siale

{2 entiraly LErul-ld-lng- for them 11'|] is thus

8 fathers and mothers of all

ielanses ib 13 essemiinmd that 1 RIETL
should be asked to provide u..ﬁmfﬂﬂg
clolhing for thelr omn children wharewer
it i& at all possible for them e do 8o,

‘In each case the children aTa in char
ol & mastler o mistters, who ILI.I Tkl r{m
sails regarding the posivion of the chil.
'f"'!:l’éli' I-"l-l"E'I-b-I and it is cocsidersd that
CARLIOE ar axxlatance should only ba gir
il the leacler vouches (hat bt n uE:::!rl

ifmpdesible f-:- lh—. pErEnid o pEow
ILECEASRE rivide the

Bl u-:ﬁlﬂ: I'J:I Mprescointion has glread
been made to Mr, Walter Ellict th Al qui

'r_ ipplies of clothing should med be EEEL LD

he varlows areas Tos indiseriminais diss

trabution, ns b L obvlous that it will
cause the grestest choos and disension,

jespecially 1o the rural and sgriccltural
lareas where those workicg oo the land are

Lrlrglmg Up their own children on =
wetkly wage of nol more than Fe

| LEICESTER WORKERS

In & letter to Misa Menson, 1:‘:| [Rr
ppronid-

I-'-.; shcoelary to the Leicester branch of

ki l'-rrl-l.ll'l Eeevice League, Mos, Mass.

: !"—“"" Rl ¥ "If amy of your worklp

ki *rﬁ to make things for the chil-
drem and buay 1.‘-l.l.|;-l:u..l. garmenis from cur
ork roomE, hia, of cowre, {5 gllowable
L wa 1].-.'- urge tha; wh g n E,.qu.g.‘
g oready 11 poes only W dqr:rrmg LLF R
tl'-'.-a which ¢am be oonsidered op thsir
individoal merits ﬁl.1-.1 '::-:l l.-:lu-:.]:lnl for by
"!'F_I.H'u'n.h e pecpie
T over thees  months Dow, e
Ferndnial Servios laagoe haa bess oo

apersling very clogely with whe Héed Codes
in the matter of hospilal supplies, and

Elizabath Fowley Frishy was bom on the & March, 1878 and sadly dwed in February
1046, She lraid with her parents Josaph {who was a boat and shoe agent and e
fownder of Joseph Frisby, Lid Mulliple Footwear Siores winch ahe [aler became a

direcior ofy and Harnel who also concened four othars. Joseph, Edward Edith and

Jaggan

kn 1810, She joined inko the WSPL (Women's Social and Poltical Umon) and
volunieened for ‘danges duly’ wihech mean they were essentially the people who wen
aut, smashed windows, Cauted other public disturbindes and organiced all the
demonstrations. During the year of 15714 she, along with two accomphoes. Kilty
Maswon and Ellen Shariff buined down Blaby Railway Station (which she naver

admetted 0] causmg £500 worth of damage, this really sel the sulfragaties campaign
abght In early 1916 har and har family donated a YRLA hut 1o the amvy iriemng
camp n sussex and, along with her sister, conhinued o run & undl (he énd of the vwar
in 1918, She also organisad a clothing depot Tor famibes of reservists dunng the war
and was awarded an M B E for her services. And eventually, in 1521 she joined the

kiion worrien s conserdatve chulb and was slecied the first Woman Lord Mayor in

1941

Hy Cam Markosw and Alex Liplno

.Frrst Female Mayor
of Leicester, 1941

'Elizabeth served as Mayor of Leicester in 1941,
with her sister Jessie acting as Lady Mayoress.
In notes about her life, she herself recorded
that she left Leicester in 1913 to study at the

London School of Economics. Whilst in London,
she worked at WSPU Headquarters However,

- rumours still abound about her involvement in
local suffragette outrages such as the defacing

- of the greens at Leicester Golt Course with the
words: ‘No votes. No Golf’ in February 1913 and

~the burning of Blaby Station in July 1914.

Cam Marlow
on Elizabeth Frisby

“Elizabeth Frisby was inspiring because she never

seemed to give up and carried on through everything.”

Alex
on k

the suffra
the war b

_Iptrot
lisabeth Frisby

“I found working on this project and writing about Elisabeth
Frisby inspiring because she was very involved in supporting

gette movement in Leicester, helped families during
y running a YMCA hut and then went on to be elected

the first woman Lord Mayor.”




