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When Sylvra Pankhurst descrrbed the Le1cester branch

of the WSPU in her memoirs (1931), she recalled: ‘The
members were then almost all working class. One of them

- was a collector of laundry accounts, struggling to support a

~younger sister and brother. She had published a first novel,

. and was casually employed by a local newspaper, which
oblrgrngly permrtted her to give good reports of our work.’

This was Agnes Spencer Clarke and her writing which
i appeared in the Midland Free Press, The Wyvern and the
- Leicester Pioneer is an 1mportant source for the act1v1t1es of

| the local suffragettes

= 'Gertrude von Petzold
(1876-1952)

‘ Born in East Pruss1a Gertrude came to Br1ta1n
~to study: In 1904, she was appornted minister
- at'Narborough Road Free Church in Leicester, -
becoming the first female minister in England. .
She left'in 1908, having caused considerable
controversy in her open campaigning for -
women’s suffrage. She was still in contact
with Agnes after the Second World War.

Or thread some deep Socratic dream.

Many anecdotes were toid which moved the lid-
teners to mirth, and many which brought théz
rerilously pear to tears. Religion (the watchwdrd
of the Women's Social and Political Unibn iy .
““God befriend os'), social work, and X
the million -and one things in which women’s
guiet and unobtrosive work keaps l.hnrmu&r
img ever forward.

I had walked four miles to the mdurm,
train being available on Bunday night, four
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Published Works, 1898-1941

- Agnes’ first novel ‘Glenroyst publ1shed in 1898 was a h1stor1cal blackness, that civiiestion soimed te hare:

romance and her second ‘Seven Girls’ a year later, depicted the C ensus nght 1 9 1 1 rolledbackwards through the nbinios; ik
lives and loves of a group of girls working in a steam laundry. HE awares, and the kindly eecond in comnme

ﬂr;_gpn:l ma round with & travalling rug, -
One of her characters declares ‘If we don’t stand by one another
- her suffragette activities appeared in =~ room. There wss s plessant clatter of tek

: rnlueh;;n:mif:‘: n? ﬁ?ﬂ%ﬁlﬁﬁ IEH
the world’s wrongs will never be ri hted Th1s tells us a lot about i3 ires s and & rebew of movémen
? 2 . l\/l1dland Free Press in April 1911 ‘when she A nirss sar beside me rhnﬂut lﬁ?ﬂt
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:One of Agnes’ most vivid accounts of t

E3ege

Agnes character ' . = i . picture of dairity freshness.
- ' described how she had evaded the census. = dsrkbaired. with ﬂwﬁl:hﬂ rnuhud. ‘and
: . ystery in ite curves,
In 1941, Agnes ﬁnal Work First Woman l\/l1n1ster was publ1shed All the women'’s organisations had agreed = ,u, o 2 rticemens b dmh“mﬂdg'
In:this autob1ography, thinly disguised as fiction, Agnes recounted to protest against the Government'’s refusal = 2,uee v, The people pasing by to their work
| the story of Gertrude Von Petzold’s ministry in Leicester. The: book . to.give women the parliamentary vOte, | Ifora for cur comtort Gosorved e Sospast oot
~ is interesting.in that it contains several incidents which occurred: - by refusing to be counted in‘the national f:;*ﬁ:“ﬁ;gﬂ_g‘;‘;mg&m
1 dur1ng the author s career as a m1l1tant suffragette S it census, due to be taken on 2nd April 1911. - 'Eﬂl’ﬂrnlﬂgﬂ' "ADd oo endey cones nishh o
. - 1as - ' 1911.—A
i S _ ‘Women householders were advised to mark
e s, the.census form ‘No Vote, No Census’ and: . ~ SUFFRAGETTES AND THE CENSUS
L e T e e o R The chi#f difficulty experienced in the taking

others to avoid being counted by attend1ng = of the censoe in Laicestar was chosed byt th
¥ daterman

“all night parties and other suffrage eVENtS.  fion. “a sumber of thom mot 1e thels olon th

Bowling Green-street and elsswhere. They wire

Agnes described a party she attended - discovered by the enumerstors, but the. Iad

claim that their efforts at munting ware @ :
ally spoiled—some of the ladiss walking iaj and

| ‘W1th1n the house women of ‘vary1ng class = out in disguise s0 sa to baflle the ceneus men,

and policemen who were wating outside.

The officials i [ the tion.tak
and of every shade of political opinion were , The offcials in charge of the enumeration. take

- having been fnirl ful. Th
‘gathered together in the ca_rnarade_rre _of a ::‘-'.'l;“*ﬂ:”'““" cen fair ”:“,‘TE". - ':i" ) rlﬁa:
_ FHE T 4 emsel
common cause... It was worthwhile l1v1ng :':;’“;r:“zﬂ*‘;;:;nﬁ "ﬂ? be Hl:“:ml:-n M
.- t t t Mi i
- to be admitted to such company.. o by the. officials to upply the nomes ad sh

dresses of the local ladies who evaded the cen:
aus, but she refloses to do so.
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Bertha Clarke B

Agnes s1ster, Bertha was also i

committed to the cause of women’s 1+ &

_ ..suffrage and wrote for local -}

- newspapers. In January 1910, she [ fi =

described cycling to Loughborough, | &
dressed in Suflragette colours,' :f e

- to help campaign in the general = =

_election against the local MP. - fF

At a meeting at the Town Hall, [

she welcomed Emily Pankhurst as = FEE =

speaker and handed out ‘leaflets = ffs

‘guaranteed to raise the flame of

revolt in a dormouse.’ She recalled  §

- one new recruit who said'of !

Mrs Pankhurst: ‘I can understand . £o5ss

women be1ng ready to die for her.”: &85
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Agnes and Bertha
Clarke in Leicester,
selling copies of -
‘The Suffragette’,
-~ the newsletter of
the WSPU.
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Bethany Wallis
on Agnes Clarke

“She has inspired me by expressing her opinion in

public so powerfully.” .' ROS|e ROblnSOn
on Agnes Clarke

“Agnes was quite amazing as she worked hard as a writer
and still found the time to fight for women’s rights.”

L e = B T w
R Iy LA LT ATE R
T T EE B kN




