
Thomas Smithies Taylor
(1863-1938) 

Alfred Hawkins 
(1858-1928)

Another Leicester man, Alfred Hawkins, 
was Thomas’ comrade in the Men’s Political 

Union and the husband of the suffragette, 
Alice Hawkins. In 1911, he successfully 

brought a case against the Liberal stewards 
who had thrown him down a flight of stairs 
when he was protesting that women should 

have the vote. Alfred had broken his knee 
badly and was in hospital for months but 

his triumph in court was heralded as a land 
mark victory by all involved in the struggle 
for women’s suffrage. His example inspired 

Thomas but is now largely forgotten…

Thomas Smithies Taylor married Nellie Bennett at 
Narborough Independent Chapel in 1891. He was born in 
Holloway in London and from an early age showed a talent 
for wood and metal work. In 1886, after apprenticeship to 
a microscope manufacturer,he moved to Leicester to set up 
a business with his brother, William. The business they 
founded, Taylor, Taylor and Hobson, became scientific 
instrument makers of great renown and the business 
quickly flourished. As the fortunes of Nellie and Thomas 
improved, they moved out of Leicester to live at Smeeton 
Westerby near Kibworth.

Thomas was a very supportive husband and shared his 
wife’s commitment to the cause of women’s suffrage.

Westerby House, 
Smeeton Westerby
The Taylor family lived at Westerby House 
from c1901 until 1912.

‘Taxation without 
Representation is Tyranny’
As early as 1908, Thomas wrote an open letter to The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer which was published in the 
Journal of the Women’s Freedom League. He explained 
why he now supported the militant methods of the 
Suffragettes.

Letter from Thomas to his 
Mother, 15th March 1912

Nellie’s mother in law was clearly a little distressed to hear 
of her imprisonment. In this letter, Thomas, explained: 

‘Nellie has paid taxes in her own right for years past and 
has no vote. Women like her (taxpayers) have for nearly 

50 years tried to get the vote by constitutional, proper and 
ladylike methods but being voteless, have been fooled…  

I admire her pluck. I wish I were in her place!...’

Thomas joins the Men’s Political 
Union in a protest, June 1912
Amongst the papers of Nellie Taylor at the Women’s Library is 
Thomas’ account of his ‘first fight’ for women’s suffrage. At a Liberal 
meeting at which Lloyd George was speaking, he interrupted the 
speaker shouting ‘I protest against listening to Lloyd George until  
he gives votes to all taxpayers’. 

He was seized by stewards and thrown out, narrowly escaping a 
ducking in a horse trough. In the struggle his hat and glasses  
were destroyed.

Sahara Butt  
on the Taylors
“I found it inspiring because it showed that all the little actions 
from the Taylors really helped to gain women’s rights, especially 
in the smaller communities where less was going on about it.”

Damages awarded to 
Thomas, December 1912
Supported by a fund set up by his sister in law, 
Elizabeth Wilks, Thomas sued for damages of £3 
16s for his hat and glasses and sought £50 special 
damages. In the end, he received only the cost of 
his damaged belongings.


