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Mary Ellen Taylor - always known as Nellie - was the
- daughter of John Bennet, a prominent corn merchant in
Leicester. She was the younger sister of Elizabeth Wilks |
- and the sisters remained close throughout their lives, united
‘in the1r commitment to the cause of women'’s suffrage. '

N'ellre was 1mpr1soned in Holloway in March 1912 after
smashing a Post Office window with a hammer. She was
imprisoned there again in July 1913 after trying to prevent
- Mrs Pankhurst from being arrested. This time she used the
_ false name of ‘Mary Wyan’ and went on hunger and th1rst
_ strike. She came close to death before her husband,
it Thomas, persuaded her to stop.

i Nellie’s letters and accounts of her arrests were preserved
e by her daughter and donated to the Women S Hrstory L1brary_ |
in London e '

THEEE ARERESTS _

During the struggle outside the Pavilion
threa arrestsa werse made; the thres
prisoners were brought before Mr. Denman
at MarMiorongh Street Police Court on
Tuesday.

Miss Annia Bell, awhio was charged with
abstruction and with assaulting a constable
by striking him on the head with an
umsbhrella, was fined 40s., with the alter-
uative of 21 days. Mizss Bell refused to
pay.

Miss Mary Wyan was also charged with
obstruction and assanlt. She said that
when she left home she Lad not the
slightest knowledze that Mrs. Pankhurst
would be at the Pavilion Music Hall meact-

ing. When she realised that Mrs. Pank-
hurst was to be re-arrested ghe was struck
with horror at the thought that that noble
woman was to be taken back to prison,
and she souglrt to protect lier. = * The
Government,’” she said, *are tryving {o uco

Mrs, Pankhurst's rmrgmﬁwm:. couragoe &8s : L LS AT PR T AR LY

& tool to murder her. I folt that no self- ol ‘"é‘:- .f“#?* s
respecting person could do Jess than stand  ©0°0 7 USSR SN 15

by her =i The constable, she -said, Ce T e T R S

seized ler ln the right anm.and Tlﬂliutlg e s, AR T

ik A *:*:“E -_;f:- ‘_-.;_‘,:;. g 5 : twisted it. Shoe refnsed to be bound aver
o to find sureties, boeans>, she said, she
had done nothing ; in default ghe was sen-

tenced to 21 -rlus
e ennett amr c1890
: 5 BE and usmg insulting w D-Tl.lﬁ um::l l.mhnwuur

In the witness-hox he =zaid, ** The Govern-

~:Nellie, in black is seated beside her father John Bennett ' :;m:];g autinely ;ﬁ;mr;;hlv. and it is in
lone.” He was finesd itlrﬁ?}r nlllrﬂngfnnllllr;ll

_I—ler father was l\/layor of Leicester in 1879 and 1880.: - :: SIS i eyt e reinad o or 208 Jeonéh
‘Behind him stands her sister, Elizabeth;-also in black - l‘,‘l’lff‘l..l"lﬁplllll i Sefonce, - relsed t

later known as Dr El1zabeth W1lks

U 1 HE CAT - MOUSE ACT[§

saith ne fadlews - B FPASSED BY THE LIBERAL GOVERMNMENT

I wap outside the Gardenia Restaursnt on the ewning of
4th Marah,

About §.40 I followsd & woman who came out of the
restaurant.

Thay wallked along the Strand towards ChaTing Cross. Théy
wera followed by a crowd of about 20 persons and some unifors
policamen,

At Charing Cross they went to the Tube Btatlon om the
Charing X and Hempatsad Line,

s e s e -Letter from Nellie in
Holloway, 5th April 1912
Many of Nellie’s letters like this one, were written

on lavatory paper and smuggled out of prison.

the IMatriot Station, Charing Crosps; snd thence to Tlosne Sguare

After walting outalde the Coust Theatre; they went up im
the Gallery there. They came cut about 8.38 p.m. just after the
parformanos hak staried,

They croseed the square into Eings Foad and walled
wastwards slong the Mimgs Road.

Then opposite Ko, 9 which is & post office, they all 3
suddenly ram to the window afd smsahed 1t with the 3 hasmers
pradusad - Ex, 30. I eaw gne of the women Taylor usé a hesmer,

 ncld ot v it e e 8 00 o et e | BEEvEE o ,. _ 1y S Nell1e found the hardest th1ng about berng in-prison
LIt THE LIBERAL CAT . was being alone in a cell. She worried a lot about

basser in her hand; the other 2 T did not ses what they had
in their hands

sl s - | £ TORS VOTE AGAINST HIM 'E - het c_hildren_. and family but also told her sister:
Tus windows were awout § ft. x § ft. riet e pees | = - ‘Remember 1 feel'it is a privilege to fight for this

from in order to Be uped,
I arrested 2 of the women; the Jrd was taken by

oves Tory svee SEMeSIen £ Soad B0t 290 Bt T vure i KE EPT H E LIBERAL 3 IR Ccause. Remember how much the movement has.
R EA L T * brought into my life... 7

~Report by the Police O cer Who

followed Nellie on 4th l\/larch 1912
[Courtesy of The Nat1onal Arch1ves}

Nellie & Thomas Taylor

Facts

-Thomas and Nellie Taylor were married with
three children.

-The married couple were both for women’s
rights, and attended many protests, such as
window smashing.

-Nellie Taylor organised a WSPU (The Women’s
Social and Political Union) meeting, when the
audience, consisting mainly of women,
listened to two famous suffragettes. This
happened on March 5™ 1918,

-Nellie Taylor was sentenced to prison for
window smashing in 1912, and wrote a letter
to her husband and children:

‘Dearest Tom and Dearest children,

I was arrested Last night with Miss Crocker
and Miss Roberts for breaking the windows of
Knightsbridge Post Office. I understand we
are to receive fairly heavy sentences, so
that I think you must be prepared for me to
get a months sentence.

Goodbye my darlings, your Lloving mother.’

Iris Singleton
on the Taylors

“Learning about the Taylor’s made me realise the
lengths people went to fight for women’s rights
and how important it was.”
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