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The daughter of John Bennett, a corn merchant in Leicester,
“Elizabeth overcame parental opposition to qualify as a doctor
at the age of thirty three. She supported her sister Nellie |
 Taylor when she was imprisoned for smashing a window
- but like many female doctors felt that she herself could
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. * . not undertake militant action. Instead, she turned to tax

TiiEa = = resistance, becoming treasurer of the Tax Resistance League

e
Tl-. ".34.:.-.- :- I_:ljl"l'l' ""‘" -

” .. A when it was formed in 1909. Believing that women who had
s o S - no vote, should not be taxed, she refused to pay income tax in
1908 and 1909 and her furnlture and jewellery were distrained
| _and sold at public auction. In 1910, when the bailiffs arrived
once more, she pointed out that under the Married Women’s
Property Act her property-eould not be touched and that it
- was her husband who was legally responsible for payment.
After much prevarication by the authorities, her husband
Mark Wilks was duly arrested in 1912 and thrown in to
-Brrxton Prrson for not paylng his wrfe S income tax...
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Mark Wilks (186 1- 1.9.45); ;;.

i1 Mark, a school teacher, fully supported his wife’s campaign

for women’s suffrage and was a member of the Men’s Political
- Union for Women’s Enfranchisement. He was sent to Brixton
LR Gaol on 18th September 1912. The Suffragettes held protest
- - meetings outside the prison unt11 he was finally released on

i 2nd October. At the time, this was:thought to be the most
E: :powerful tax re51stance protest of all but today it is forgotten

 Mark Wilks with his da‘ﬁghter 'Hielen.

Elrzabeth Wilks at her _
90th birthday party, 1951_-

Elizabeth and Mark retired to I—Ieadley Down in
‘Hampshire but they did not give up campaigning.
When she died in 1956, an obituary said of the -
couple: ‘They loved humanity and hated injustice.
In their own lives they set a remarkable example of
selfless gener051ty and service to the community...
They left the world a little better than they found

it and their friends will remember them with deep -
affection and gratitude.’ | aiii

A CThreatened Arrest,

Secing that a warrant has been issued for my arrest and
comminal to Brixton Goal “duoring the King's pleasure™ for
my inabality to pay my wife's taxes, [ wish to place beforg the
puabl - the gross infustice of the case.

iy wife, as a medical woman, has for many years
earnec an independent income, whicls, h}' the Married Women's
Property Act, I am unable to touch. In 1908 and igog, she
reflused, as a Suffragist, to make any return of her income either
1o the l'l'lh-l'lﬂ Bovenue or to me. She further refused to pay
Imperial taxes while the Parlinmentary Vote was withheld from
her, and in consequence, the Ffarniture, which s hers, was
seized and gold,

In rgro, she claimed that such distraint was ke al
asserting that undeér the Income Tax Act, sho, as a mars
WOHMANL, WA exempt from taxation. ‘T'he authorities e wavessd
i their claim, making it sometimes on her, sometimes on
sometimes on s both conjointly, finnlly on me alone.

On my pointing out that her liability had abready Lo
estahlished by forcible distraint wpon  her propery, [ wa
imformed that fer the future T should be held liable as that b
the Income Tax Act the " wile’s property for puorposes
taxation is the husband’s,” althoagh by the Marned Women
Property Act it 1% entirely out of his contnal, Thias I am e
be held liable for a tax on property which does noa |1-|,.]||||.|_|; i
me. I am now told [ am to be committed to prison unl
such time as [ shall pay the ** Duty and Costs™ over £37. i
would be unjust to mx a wealthy man for money which he
dues not possess and cannot touch, But the injustice becomas
intoleralile in the case of one whose income like mine is utterly
inadeqquate fo meet wl:h a charge.

Although [ sympathise with the awitude of passiv
resistance adopted by my wife, 1 should not feel Jllitlﬁhr‘i |:l|

aking such a course myself since I have the Parliamentary One of the documents

Vote denied 1o her.  For that reason I have paid the tax on
my own income as distinct from that of my wife. We :l:nm

that men and women should before the law alike be ﬂ?r o WhiCh the pupﬂS i

a3 pervons, having equal rights and bimbslities.

: m case such a miscarriage of justice could never have ]_OOked a.t When they W w/l‘l/w 1/‘9—%
Fi s i - Vol e St visited the Womens e

fmmw.: ::k:m :":-:" . - ' - . ' ¥ . 1861-1956 i Ia 1900 srhe adopled a |
i pravee History Library. e - W oty s s,
- she "!“. h“lﬂ“ﬂl ; ﬂ“l‘ﬁ!t however never

MARK WILKS, '
. ::l' they lived ar o family
I in leioester. She had o |

huge passion for
~ of becoming a doctor.  acled physically ars she

!? E; ?E l’( E’ . Her father fow herar a wanted to devote her

ES A H dirgrace and dirowned - time and altealion to

her. He sent her to live her patieats. Her mum

with her vncle in | farah Annic Swain

| When rhe turned 33 rhe |
registered os o doctor o a avire in the eart-

i Bedford. where she lived became il ot a yowng.
I % ﬁ}'ﬂ[ru;[, 6’4.]‘“.6« . and werked ina ‘ end of londen. fhe
hespital in lendon. racrificed a lot for |

mother died and her
Father rent her to

| boarding rehool where

Emma Martin
On Elizabeth Wilkes

“The story of Elizabeth Wilkes is so inspiring to me because she
wanted to be a doctor and | want to go into the medical field too.
She had to fight so hard to do what she loved and still wasn’t able
to practice as a female doctor. Because of her fight and many
other suffragettes | am able to freely follow my dreams and be
part of shaping our country through the power of voting.”

her partner. Mark. on ook Mesohaat and
rometimers mayor of

the 31° of July 189b. |
leicerter. She practired

for o while. the maried " her hurband John war a
| women.

Elizabeth Wilks facts
Born on 17 July 1861 at Demonfort square Leicester
Daughter of John Bannett and Sarah Annie Bennett

In 1896 she left the University of London with a degree in SUrgery
and as a qualified Doctor. The same year she got married to her
husband Mark Wilks.

Her husband Mark was a teacher at a London country school

They adopted a daughter Helen. Unfortunately Helen died in 1919

From 1908 Elizabeth refused to comply with the demand for
payment of her incorne tax, her dod 52 mer o
pooNding SCRafl .

In 1910 the authorities llegally seized someof hergodsinan = [N
attempt to levy the tax on her income,

In 1923 Elizabeth moved to Open land Forze Vale Road Headly down
Hampshire with her husband Mark,

In 1933 she set up Headley public Utility society, which bullt 16 new

it 18" 1914
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ﬂd/ﬂ/ in the /é(//@/o thés mwfm?/z/y/, cuer é/fm/y’é/jl, that seme women birned

(/06/)0/?/ I%f/ /édl/t'/['ﬁ/ﬂ/ a7t ?2/@]’7720{[%/ @;ﬂ. nyllew %d/ f Wﬂyﬁkﬂé&/ fAdf

/éea/é/e (1‘//67{74//27% thés é(/‘//fﬂ%//c the vole bl somelimes Lf/wdé that we ladn ?
started it all. % lalkes teo much ol gf me and ﬂwﬁ/ ! lalle about w, lo

d/i%ﬂﬂ@. ﬂaﬂe lo d@y/ a M/fm%ﬁw all lﬁeywmye%/é@b/g whe are fmém L G

the role /%m/ cur hands. % the civil unrest is a f//fmé stress becase %Zfﬂf/ﬂ

believed that this was the answer. C@g{/g /Aﬁy& v a mere yﬁw/ natured ///ﬂ‘/

deems easier bul it didn  worke. % least this seems te be wm*/{'/)/%/ a little bit.

cottages for urgent need of housing. II' : dod Saw ners as
Elizabeth Wilks died on 16™ November 1956 aged 95 at Headly N :‘r:i Ck:'ﬁ'::' :f{:l ;:: Vo & clixyrace H ﬂﬁwﬁ i that 1o - ~one gets /a/fww@ ////M@/wf worse, Z%ey cause sc muclh
Down. —f— —

i 'E.-" a/cmmyfa 601%/ in the cities and in cur da&ezy) that it is irreversible. %ﬁm/
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When she died she left her hame and ten acres of woodland to the
Headley public utility society.

Elizabeth was not liable to pay tax and her hushand was nominally
willing to pay the tax but he said the he had no idea how much to

pay.

Licld 0/@/& my ey@ 20 /0«7%0/6. %j wi//é@é/é@n/ will é@é/é@m f am loc old

naoe le nler ém. Lg'mjé fave lo stand back and wcu‘eﬁ, and. éc)ée,

“Elizaters MWiths
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