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Forgotten Champions

of the Women’s

Suffrage Movement
in Leicestershire

In February 2018, the Record Office for Leicestershire, Lieicester and Rutland was awarded a grant
by the Heritage Lottery Fund for a project to mark the centenary of women first obtaining the vote in
parliamentary elections. Working with pupils from Robert Smyth Academy in Market Harborough,
the project set out to commemorate six lesser known local figures who were involved in the fight for

votes for women. Through workshops at the Record Office, visits to the Women’s History Library

in London and to the Houses of Parliament, the pupils were introduced to historical sources for the

lives of the men and women who today are largely forgotten. This exhibition showcases some of the
work by the pupils: and celebrates the lives of these ‘Forgotten Champlons
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is still remembered today. Her protest caught the: & o Der el 1913 :;} artam o L oy vefe.,
imagination of today’s school children...

Vlslts to the Record Office, ngston Magna, May 2018

At Workshops at the Record Office, pupils were shown documents relating to the six ‘forgotten champions’ and
introduced to resources online which would help with their research. Each pupil was asked to research the lives
~of one particular character and this exhibition is the result of their endeavours.

Visit to the Housesof =~ Visit to the Women’s History
Parliament, 18th June 2018  Library, London School of
After a tour of the Houses of Parliament, pupils enjoyed - = - J= g% 3 | ' |

ac;uestt[cc))n a(t)ldtanswer seession with Negl I2)’]1_3>1rie1r1, i\/ISP[’ o Economlcs’ 18th June 2018
for Harborough. _ _ : At the Women’s History Library, Dr Debbie Challis showed

us.the current exhibition celebrating the many organisations
which contributed to the fight for women’s suffrage and showed
the pupils documents relating to the: protests of Nellie Taylor,

a suffragette from Smeeton Westerby and her sister Dr Elizabeth
Wilks who refused to pay tax until women gained the vote.
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