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The Labour League and Trade Unions [

At the dawn of the twentieth century women of all political persuasions found
increasing benefits in acting collectively.

Ruth Banton (1870-1952) Margaret MacDonald
(1870-1911)

As the wife of the Leicester
MP Ramsay MacDonald,
Margaret took a great
interest in the working
women of Leicester.

Ruth was born in
Cambridgeshire, the daughter
of a farm labourer, George
Elbourn. She came first to
Nottinghamshire and then

to Leicester through her work
with the Salvation Army. It
was here that she met her
husband George Banton,

a leading member of the
Leicester Independent Labour
Party. Ruth was at his side as
George rose from Town
Councillor and Alderman to
Mayor of Leicester in 1925. He also served as Labour MP for
the Eastern Division of the town from 1922 to 1927.
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